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Waldensians, France, 1170s

ÅThe atoning death and justifying righteousness of 
Christ through faith

ÅThe Trinity; Scripture alone

ÅThe fall of man

ÅThe incarnation of the Son

ÅA denial of purgatory as the "invention of the 
Antichrist"

ÅValued voluntary poverty

ÅPersecuted by the R.C. Church; massacres

ÅJoined the Reformation later



John Wycliffe



John Wycliffe, England
1320 -1384

ÅOpposed to church becoming more worldly

ÅThe Bible is the only authority

ÅSalvation by grace, not works

ÅDenounced: greed of the church; 
indulgences; celibacy of clergy; 
transsubstantiation

ÅDemanded a national church

ÅFirst English Bible (1380)



John Hus, Prague



View of Prague Castle



Bethlehem Chapel, 
Prague



Bethlehem Chapel, 
Prague, John Hus 

pulpit



City Hall & Tyn 
Church, Prague



Jan Hus Monument, 
Prague



John Hus, Prague
1369 -1415

Å¢ŀǳƎƘǘ ²ȅŎƭƛŦŦŜΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ōŀƴƴŜŘ

ÅReformer and nationalist

ÅAgainst: greedy church and clergy; image 
worship; transsubstantiation; confession to 
priests; purgatory

ÅChrist the Head of the Church; Bible (not the 
Pope) its guide; Pope not infallible

ÅExcommunicated

ÅCouncil of Constance 1415



Desiderius Erasmus



Desiderius Erasmus
Rotterdam 1467 -1536

ÅChristian humanist

ÅMonastery, then priest and scholar

ÅTo England, met Thomas More

ÅCriticized abuses in church and popes

ÅProduced edited Greek NT (1516), with new 
Latin translation

ÅReleased from calling as monk

ÅAmbiguous relation to Reformation



Germany, mid -15C

Å1. óGravaminaô (complaints) of German 
nation (princely states)

ïWealth of church, decline of spiritual 
values, moral decline of clergy

ïClergy: upper and lower

ïSalvation through legalisms

ÅIndulgences

ÅConfession

ÅPenance



Germany, mid -15C (contd)

Å2. German Popular Piety

ïPopular preachers: simple life, poverty, prayer, 
charity

ïDonations and votive gifts: churches became 
like museums, every 9th person a cleric

ïCult of relics

ïVeneration of saints

ïPilgrimages

ïSuperstition, esp. witches



Albert of Brandenburg, 
wanted to buy the 
Archbishopric of Mainz;

The Pope wanted money to 
ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎΤ

Pope granted Albert the 
right to grant indulgences, 
to raise the money, to 
repay loans from the 
Fugger family in Augsburg



Martin Luther
1483 -1546

Wittenberg, Germany



Martin Luther



Map of Luther 
Sites



[ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘǇƭŀŎŜ

Birthhouse, Eisleben, D
{ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
Luther was baptized



[ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘǇƭŀŎŜ
Å{ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 9ƛǎƭŜōŜƴΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ

ÅtƭŀǉǳŜ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ



aŀƴǎŦŜƭŘΥ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ IƻƳŜ



aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ό/ǊŀƴŀŎƘύ



aŀƴǎŦŜƭŘΥ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 
Church: Martin 

[ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
and School



[ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ IƻƳŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ 
Eisenach: Cotta Haus



aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭƛƴƎ

- Martin earned a B.A. and M.A. in Arts

- His father wanted him to study law

- He had started to study law

- On 2 July 1505, returning to his arts studies, he was 
caught in a thunderstorm.  Frightened for his life, he 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ά{ŀǾŜ ƳŜΣ {ǘΦ !ƴƴŜΦ  L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƳƻƴƪΦέ

- Two weeks later, he entered the Augustinian monastery 
in Erfurt.

- His father was not pleased.



Erfurt, Germany: Cathedral (ordination 
vows) & St. Severi Church


